
English/Language Arts 
We’re more than just reading…



We Begin 
with the End in Mind…



When My Students Leave In June…

They will they have the tools and 
resources needed for critical 
thinking, reading, and writing.
-- Mrs. Wu

They will read more thoughtfully 
and write more clearly.

--Mr. Wilson

They will have confidence in their 
ability to read independently, work 
collaboratively and communicate 
effectively.”                -- Mrs. Layton



“Halloween in Harlem,” Amy Stein

Critical and Creative

We provide a forum for 
meaningful thought and 
reflection through discussion 
and writing.

We use literature as a backdrop 
for life’s big questions.

We encourage students to define 
their own challenges, to stretch 
their perception of themselves, 
and to take intellectual  risks.



We Keep Our Expectations High…



Our Classes Are Challenging Because…

Students get analytic skills through engaging activities. 
When they seek out and discover new ideas in my class, by 
the time they have finished, they have become experts in 
that specific area. Plus, they have fun doing so!

--Ms. Maldonado

There is always a high level of energy and 
excitement.  We’re moving around to 
share ideas with as many people before 
coming together to synthesize our 
thoughts as a whole class.

--Mrs. Donohue



Units of Study

Elements of Fiction/ Narrative Writing 

Elements of Nonfiction/Expository Writing

Persuasion/Persuasive Writing

Poetry

Literary Analysis



Methods of Differentiation in English

- What each student reads

- What each student does with it

- What each student produces as a result of 

their learning



Academic Rigor

All teams cover the same 
curriculum, while 
differentiating from…

Guidance to Independence

Concrete to Abstract

Single facet to multiple 
facets

Clearly defined problems to 
complex problems

Structured to open ended



10

16

18





Our Philosophies Inform our Practice…



Authentic Assessments
Instructional Reading (i.e., in whole-
class instruction and/or literature 
circles)

Minimum of four full-length texts 

Variety of genres in keeping with the 
requirements of the Program of 
Studies, to include, but not be limited 
to, plays, novels, poetry, and 
nonfiction 

Some In-Class Novels…

Touching Spirit Bear
The Outsiders
The Devil’s Arithmetic 
Nothing but the Truth
Out of the Dust
Cheaper by the Dozen 
No Promises in the Wind
Warriors Don’t Cry 



Authentic Assessments
Write regularly, both formally and 
informally. 

Practice and apply the Six Traits of 
Writing. 

Complete at least one such writing 
from each genre:

narrative, 
expository, 
persuasive, 
literary analysis. 

Produce additional writing that may 
not reflect the entire writing process 
(“quick-writes”, paragraphs, journal 
entries, summaries, reflections, etc.). 

Analyze writing for ongoing self-
assessment.



Writing Expectations (Va. DOE Grade-level 
Writing Standards)

- Recognize/edit fragments and run-ons. 

- Noun – Pronoun agreement.

- Use past and present verbs correctly.

- Write complete sentences.

- Capitalize the first word of a sentence, 

proper nouns, and the word “I.”

5th Grade

4th Grade

3rd Grade

3rd Grade

2nd Grade



What Your Students Would 
Say About Our Classes…



Three Word Summaries…
Interactive, educational and fun (yet confusing) 

--Mrs. Layton

FUN, but CHALLENGING—and HELPFUL to my future!
--Mr. Wilson

interesting, engaging, and fresh
-- Mrs. Donohue

helpful, enjoyable, structured
--Mrs. Haber



Unique Approaches

Socratic Seminar
Parallel Reflection
De Bono’s Thinking Hats
Novel Symposiums
Literature Circles
Character and Dramatic   

Book Talks
Concept Maps
Debates
Wikis
Blogs
Discussion Boards



We Love What We Teach and Teach What We Love…



What Your Child Can Look Forward to…
We will use a variety of lessons and texts that help them learn to 
create their own stories. -- Mrs. Layton

I love gallery walks: I enjoy watching how students develop their 
analytic skills. --Ms. Maldonado

I enjoy when my students take their learning experiences beyond the 
classroom and tell me how they applied the skills to not only other 
classes, but to the real world. --Mrs. Wu

Tableau Tuesdays the students act out scenes of what we are 
reading. --Mr. Wilson

Every Friday I introduce a new and great Young Adult book that I 
think students will enjoy. Students won’t want to miss it!

--Mrs. Donohue
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